Maternity care financing: universal access or universal care?
In an era of fiscal constraint, growing poverty, increased uninsuredness, medical liability problems, and increasing costs of maternity care, public and private financing mechanisms are changing rapidly and the service delivery system is increasingly fragmented. Despite the almost mercurial changes in the system, data from national studies show that access to care is a major problem affecting all childbearing women. This paper describes the three groups of women who require comprehensive maternity care, their insurance coverage, and the gaps for each group. It describes proposals which are currently under development to reduce uninsuredness and produce universal access and, in addition, presents an alternative plan for universal maternity care.